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NORTH LAS VEGAS, Nev. - Who could forget the million dollar chip heist at the Bellagio? A
helmeted gunman ran in and out of the casino, defying the odds, and escaped with more than a
million dollars in casino chips. The robbery was over in minutes.

Days later at the Bighorn Casino in North Las Vegas, a similar robbery occurred. This one
happened on a much

   smaller scale and with a very different ending. An unarmed, unmasked man casually reached
over a blackjack table, grabbed nearly $500 in chips and dashed to the front door. 

This robber, however, did not get away. An alert security guard chased the suspect out the door
and brought him to the ground.

"The Bellagio I'm sure has the most state-of-the-art, sophisticated, well-trained security staff,"
said Bighorn Casino owner Rany Miller. "The advantage is we have a smaller facility. We have
security, obviously, 24-hours-a-day. We have a surveillance system and a surveillance director.
When you're in a smaller place, incidents are brought to your attention much quicker."

Miller says unlike the chip grab in North Las Vegas, the casino heist at the Bellagio may have
been brewing for weeks.

"People can become desperate. Desperate times do create desperate people, and then 
opportunity arises," Miller said. " I don't know if that's the case at the Bellagio, but it might have
been the case here where it was not planned very well. It was an opportune time, and the
suspect took his shot, and he failed."

Police arrested and charged the suspect in the Bighorn robbery. Police are still searching for the
culprit from the Bellagio robbery, whom they also suspect was behind a similar robbery at the
Suncoast.

Anyone with information is urged to contact Crime Stoppers at 385-5555 or visit the Crime
Stoppers website.
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